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2012 Gold Medal Awards Program

Official Entry Form

DIRECTIONS

1. Fill out the cover page of the Official Application completely. 

2. Answer all 11 questions completely. For the essay questions, please fill in the box that is provided for you. You are limited to the size of the box. You are encouraged to use all space provided within the box.

3. Leave margins on all sides of each page as they have been formatted and presented. 

4. Use of bold and/or italic text for emphasis is permitted.

5. Submissions must be on white 8-1/2” x 11” paper.

6. Use no less than a 12-point type size. Font must be Times/Times New Roman.

7. Do not include supplemental material for questions 1 and 2.

8. If you submit an on-line application (PREFERRED):

a. Provide one electronic copy (MS Word or PDF), a PDF of your latest program brochure (or website address so judges have the opportunity to review your electronic version) to Awards@nrpa.org as described below. 
9. If you submit a hard copy application:

a. Use only a staple in the upper left hand corner to bind your application submission.  

b. Do not use binders or folders. 

c. Provide one copy of your application and six copies of your latest program brochure which identifies your overall agency programs and services. NOTE: If you no longer distribute paper copies, please provide your direct website address so judges have the opportunity to review your electronic version.

Failure to follow these instructions will result in disqualification.

IMPORTANT DATES

	March 2, 2012
	· Application/Program Brochure Deadline

	April 27, 2012
	· Notification of Application Status

	July 13, 2012
	· Deadline for Finalists’ Video and Strategic/Master Plan


SUBMISSION OPTIONS

	Email an MS Word or PDF attachment to:
	Mail to:

	Awards@nrpa.org
Subject line: 

       Agency Name – 2012 Gold Medal          Attach Application/Program Brochure or include website link for Program
	2012 Gold Medal Awards

National Recreation and Park Association

22377 Belmont Ridge Road

Ashburn, VA 20148


The deadline for all applications to be received by NRPA Headquarters in Ashburn, VA is 5:00 P.M. / E.S.T. on March 2, 2012.
If your agency has received a Gold Medal Grand Plaque Award from 2008 – 2011, 
you are not eligible to apply.

AMERICAN ACADEMY

FOR 

PARK AND RECREATION ADMINISTRATION
2012 Gold Medal Awards Program
COVER PAGE
Contact Information

	Name of Director
	     

	Exact Name of District or Department 
	     

	Street Mailing Address
	     

	City, State, Zip Code
	     

	Telephone
	     
	Fax 
	     

	Web Address
	     

	E-mail Address
	     

	Program Brochure Website Link
	     

	Master Plan Website Link
	     


Community Profile

	Check your population category:  
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Class I (250,001 or more)     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Class II (100,001-250,000)   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Class III (50,001-100,000)   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Class IV (25,000-50,000)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Class V (Less than 25,000)

	2011 Population:
*or latest valid statistical data available
	     

	Change in population 2000-2011
	     %

	% of population: 

	African American/Black
	     % 


	Asian
	     %

	Hispanic/Latino        
	     %

	Caucasian
	     %

	Other
	     %

	% of population under age 18:
	      %

	% age 65 or older:
	      %

	Median Household Income:
	$     


Although not required for participation, indicate if your agency has been accredited through the Commission on Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA).   

Check:   FORMCHECKBOX 
YES     FORMCHECKBOX 
NO
Have you submitted the CAPRA Accreditation Self-Report to NRPA?  Check:    FORMCHECKBOX 
YES     FORMCHECKBOX 
NO            
   Use no less than a 12-point type size.  Font must be Times/Times New Roman.


1)  Statistical Indicator Summary 
Using the forms below, provide your park and recreation A. Funding Sources, and B. Annual Expenses and Capital Improvement expenditures, C. Statistical Measurements in numbers and/or dollars as requested.

	A.  Funding Sources
	2007/Actual
	2011/Actual
	Change +/-

	1.  Local appropriations
	     

	     
	     

	2.  State appropriations
	     
	     
	     

	3.  Federal appropriations
	     
	     
	     

	4.  Grants
	     
	     
	     

	5.  Donations, contribution & gifts
	     
	     
	     

	6.  Charges for Services (fees)
	     
	     
	     

	7.  Bond Improvements
	     
	     
	     

	8.  Other (specify)
	     
	     
	     

	______________________________
	
	
	

	A. Total Revenue (1 through 8 above)
	     
	     
	     


	B. Expenses and Capital Improvements
	2007/Actual
	2011/Actual
	Change +/-

	1.  Operating Expenses
	     
	     
	     

	2.  Capital Improvements
	     
	     
	     

	3.  Other (specify):
	     
	     
	     

	_______________________________
	
	
	

	B. Total Expenditures (1 through 3 above)
	     
	     
	     

	
	
	
	

	
	2007/Actual
	2011/Actual      
	Change +/-

	Total Revenues < Total Expenditures (A-B)
	     
	     
	     


	C. Statistical Measurements


	2007/Actual
	2011/Actual      
	Change +/-


	Population Density (population divided by sq miles)

	     
	     
	     

	# of acres in your care
	     
	     
	     

	# of acres developed        
	     
	     
	     

	# of acres undeveloped 


        
	     
	     
	     

	# of acres set aside for open space/preservation
 
	     
	     
	     

	$ generated through user fees per capita
	     
	     
	     

	$ spent on operating expenses per capita

	     
	     
	     

	# of part time/seasonal employees (not FTE)
	     
	     
	     

	# of full time employees (not FTE) 
	     
	     
	     

	# of volunteer hours


  
	     
	     
	     


2) What areas and facilities are currently owned, leased or cooperative agreements by your agency? 2007 and 2011 data are requested. 0-10 points, use from provided.
	Facility Type
	2007
	2011

	# of Recreation/Community Centers
	     
	     

	# of Senior Centers
	     

	     

	# of Teen/Youth Centers
	     
	     

	# of Tennis Courts
	     
	     

	# of Basketball/Multi-use Courts
	     
	     

	# of Campgrounds
	     
	     

	# of Beaches/Lakefront operations
	     
	     

	# of Ice Skating Facilities
	     
	     

	# of miles: Bike/Walking/Hiking trails
	     
	     

	# of Aquatic Centers

· # of Swimming Pools

· # Water Parks/Spray grounds
	     
	     

	
	     
	     

	
	     
	     

	# of Skate Parks
	     
	     

	# of In-Line Skating Rinks
	     
	     

	# of BMX Tracks           
	     
	     

	# of Nature Centers
	     
	     

	# of Cultural/Historic Sites
	     
	     

	# of Picnic Areas
	     
	     

	# of Golf courses
	     
	     

	# of Archery Ranges
	     
	     

	# of Athletic Fields
	     
	     

	# of Playgrounds
	     
	     

	# of Dog Parks
	     
	     

	Other Facilities (specify in box below):
	     
	     

	     


Essay Questions
Number 3) 0-10 points, one page limit

3) a. Describe the planning documents that guide your agency’s current and long range planning. In support of your plan, identify how the park and recreation needs of your community have been assessed.  3) b. Describe in detail your agency’s success in achieving its long-range plan. Identify how the park and recreation needs of your community have been met within the last five years. If your agency has not prepared or adopted such a plan, just answer “No Plan”.

	     



Note: Finalists will be required to submit one copy of the plan for judges to review.
Essay Questions

Number 4) 0-10 points, one page limit

4)  Briefly discuss ways in which your agency has responded to different types of challenges.  First, identify unusual challenges that you have encountered that are unique to your community-ones not involving economy and resources.  Second, explain any significant shifts in your agency that are a result of changes in resources and how that has impacted your programs, services and facilities.
	     


Essay Questions
Number 5) 0-10 points, one page limit

5) Describe two projects implemented in the last 5 years that are uniquely tailored to the recreation needs of your community and identify how your agency is enhancing such park, recreation and conservation projects and services through partnerships, sponsorships, intergovernmental cooperation or joint agreements with other community organizations, public or private. Include information on leaders, community response and project highlights.
	     


Essay Questions
Number 6) 0-10 points; one page limit

6)   Describe your agency’s efforts to promote stewardship best practices to include environmental and cultural protection, preservation and restoration in terms of management practices, interpretation / education programs and overall general stewardship efforts.
	     


Essay Questions
Number 7) 0-10 points; one page limit

7) How has your agency used technology to enhance communication and promotion of your programs, services and facilities? Describe your agency’s use of technology to enhance your communication, positioning efforts and promotion of programs, services and facilities. Detail what other strategies or innovative ideas your agency implemented to impact constituents’ belief about what your agency is doing.
	     


Essay Questions
Number 8) 0-10 points; one page limit

8) a. What steps have you taken in the last 5 years to evaluate your agency’s effectiveness and efficiency? Please describe any research procedures or projects hat your agency has implemented to determine if you are meeting the program and facility needs of your constituents. 

8) b. Describe what changes has your agency made as a result of your evaluation? 

8) c. Detail specifically how you are reporting this to your stakeholders and the public.
	     


Essay Questions
Number 9) 0-10 points; one page limit

9) What does your agency do to address the needs of special populations? Public department are often called upon to provide services for people with special needs (persons with disabilities, wounded warriors, veterans, and their families, at-risk youth, economically disadvantaged, older adults, the homeless and others). Please describe who you serve, how often, what programs or services you provide or assist with, or provide space for other groups to address the needs of these residents.
	     


Essay Questions
Number 10) 0-10 points; one page limit

10) Describe citizen support systems, initiatives or advocacy programs that your agency utilize and use to benefit or improve your agency projects and/or programs.
	     


Essay Questions
Number 11) 0-10 points, ½ page limit
11) List external professional involvements and/or previous forms of recognitions, awards and certifications received by your agency. Include staff and board involvement with national, regional, state and local professional organizations.
	     


Failure to follow the instructions on the “Official Entry Form” will result in disqualification.





In partnership with the National Recreation and Park Association
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